Introduction: the use of mass gatherings as spaces to practice health surveillance has been growing in recent years. In Mozambique, the 9th
Introduction
Mass gatherings, defined as "an organized or unplanned event where the number of people attending is sufficient to strain the planning and response resources of the community, state or nation hosting the even during a specific period of time" [1, 2] . Constitute a public health challenge, since it may incur risks to health with rapid spread of infectious diseases "imported" from participants ' 
Methods
A real time surveillance system was established for the event to capture information on all the health consultations that occurred in designated fixed points in Beira City and Dondo District, from August 24 to 28, 2016. Beira is the capital of Sofala, the second largest city in the county, is situated in the center of the country with a population of 463.442 inhabitants [9] . In turn, the district of Dondo is located 30km from the city of Beira, with a population of 180,905
inhabitants [9] . The data collection was performed using the electronic forms in EpiInfo ™ version 7 (CDC, Atlanta), installed on tablets which sent data via mobile internet to an electronic database, 
Discussion
This was the first experience of implementing real time monitoring surveillance system for a mass gathering in the country. The experience was successful and can be used for surveillance during upcoming events. The results indicated that the largest number of visits was recorded on the third day of the event. However, it was expected that the increased demand for health care services were the first and last days, due to the higher concentration of people to participate/attend the ceremonies of the opening and closing of the festival. These findings are similar to those already reported in other studies which found that the greater number of visits between the second and fourth days, a period in which occurs the greatest number of physical activities [11] . The main symptom for seeking health care was a headache, which also has been observed in other similar events [11, 12] . The long environmental exposure of participants can result in dehydration and sunburn, which can cause headaches, since a large part of the activities took place during the day in open fields.
Adults above 45 years of age were the highest seekers of health services; complaints were commonly related to hypertension and age, which has already been observed in several studies [13, 14] . The audience for this type of event is composed mainly of adults who participate in the activities of cultural dance, crafts, theatre and cuisine. The fact that medical assistance available in participants' home areas, which may be rural communities that may face limitations and difficulties to access health care, can lead people to take advantage of the health services available during the festival to monitor their state of health.
In the consultations for symptoms related to trauma, falls were prevalent. This fact was expected considering the nature of the event, which involves to a large extent skeletal muscle movement. The main clinical diagnoses were febrile syndrome, acute gastrointestinal and musculoskeletal pain. This pattern of gastrointestinal disorders is often associated with the change in the pattern of food, the sanitation conditions in places of events and compliance with the basic rules of hygiene [12, 15] . The febrile syndrome and musculoskeletal pain are often related to exhaustion, agitation and the noise produced at the event [15] [16] [17] . Although the system has been successfully implemented, this analysis has some limitations. The data were entered by local field supervisors and not by the staff responsible for the observation of patients in the health posts, which caused a slight delay in the analysis in real time. The monitoring system was implemented only on the days in which the festival took place, but the concentration of participants at the site of the event began days before and prevailed a few days after the event, in this way the system may have lost some cases and cannot include disease caught at the festival that only showed symptoms after. Initial screening upon arrival for mass gathering events is a critical component and should be considered also for detecting outbreaks.
Conclusion
The monitoring system worked as planned and benefited from active collaboration with the Mozambican health authorities from different levels. The use of technology to send data directly from the field can be cited as a successful experience for real time monitoring of health outcomes during mass events and can be used during similar events in the future. The Mozambique MoH plans to continue building real time syndromic surveillance systems to monitor health events during mass gatherings.
What is known about this topic
• Mass gathering events can impact public health due to an increased number of infectious diseases and trauma;
• Public health surveillance during mass gatherings events creates an opportunity to identify health conditions and threats in a timely manner;
• There is an increase use of real time internet-based methods for infectious diseases surveillance during mass gatherings.
What this study adds
• This is the first article describing the experience using realtime technology to monitor health events during mass gatherings in Mozambique;
• During the Mozambique 9
th National Festival the main provisional diagnoses of those who were attended to during the festival was arterial hypertension, followed by febrile syndrome. Falls were the most frequent causes of trauma during the festival;
• Initial screening upon arrival for mass gathering events is a critical component and should be considered also for detecting outbreaks.
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